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What Place Do Work Camps Have In FSC?

My aim in ‘attempting to piece
together an understanding of this
question is to help fuel a current
debate on workcamps, stimulated
particularly by the ending of a signif-
icant run of international work
camps (IWCs) at Rushall Manor. This
event has coincided with Beefy’s
decision to step down from the role
of overall workcamps’ coordinator.
The three — IWCs, Beefy and Rushall
- had become almost synonymous.

According to Beefy, workcamps
began in 1949, two years after FSC
itself rose from the embers of Forest
School.  The site. of the school,
Whitwell Hall at. Reepham in
Norfolk, had become FSC's first
stores site, precursor of Haddenham,
The founders of FSC had taken the
view that while children ‘ended’ ‘at
18, staff should not be asked to
undertake that responsibility until
the age of 20. A camp format was
therefore required that would bring
together these potential young
staffers, with a leaven of older hands,
and provide a forum for talk about
the art and implications of staffing.
What more appropriate format than
workcamps?

Beefy makes it very plain that work,
“digging in particular”, seemed an
ideal stimulus to such conversation:
“Nothing like it, really”, he says. The
particular work to be done was pri-
marily the servicing of the site and
FSC’s hoard of equipment, “motivat-
ed by service to each other and oth-
ers in the town of Reepham.” It was
of course a time of reconstruction in
the country at large, following World
War Two, and the concept of work-
camps involving mainly young peo-
ple offering their labour to projects
not otherwise fundable was promot-
ed by a number of organisations. The
phenomenon has reappeared over
the past decade as we have become
increasingly aware of the more insid-
ious degradation of the planet as a
whole. ;

But the principle of work by young
people for ‘the community’ was an
important plank in the structure of
one of Forest School’s wellsprings,
the Order of Woodcraft Chivalry.
Chapter 12 of the history of that
organisation (copy held by Lorna

English) explains how, at the height
of the between-the-wars Depression
— at the same time as Forest School
was being established — the OWC
was heatedly debating how to assist
‘those who lacked work to lead fuller
and more rewarding lives than was
generally possible on the dole.

Sandyballs, the original site of Forest
School in the New Forest, was cho-
sen as an ideal place for the ‘retrieval
of dignity, pride and health through
work in natural surroundings.” One
of the sources of OWC’s thought was
the Ephebe programme in Ancient
Greece, in which physically and
mentally demanding work for 18-21
year olds formed a kind of peaceable
alternative to military service.

Beefy describes how the removal of
eyesores became a major theme in
the 50s. “The Second World War had
seen many derelict sites with gun
emplacements, barrack rooms and
dumps and clearing these came
under the heading of service to the
community, usually sponsored by
the Civic Trust.” Arthur Cobb, FSC’s
Secretary then, was a member of the
Civic Trust. Nick Hawthorn remem-
bers his first workcamps, one: “run
by Beefy on a site just outside
Wantage where we were engaged in
removing the last vestiges of an old
wartime camp. All the concrete bases
for what had been Nissen huts had
to be broken up and removed, and
the land restored to its former use.
The following year at Land’s End we
were to remove the remains of a gun-
emplacement.  We had the loan of

+ Cyril from the-local council together

with his lorry and I remember that
one of the other volunteers was a
vicar whose name I think was Vivian
and who distinguished himself by
setting Land’s End on fire. We also
had some valuable assistance from
the local army who came to blow up
one or two of the more solid
emplacements.”

In 1966, Work Service Camp One
was led by Arthur Cobb and accord-
ing to the programme was ‘for men
and women of 18 years upwards
who may be contemplating joining
the staff of FSC, and for foreign stu-
dents.” Beefy recalls that “the
international aspect of these camps

was designed to develop an interest
in world affairs and to encourage for-
eigners, largely from Europe, to
engage also in our children’s camps.”
The Work Camps Organiser: Miss
Tess Vellacott.

In 1968 there were five camps: the
programme refers to camp fire and
folk dance after work and “often we
have informal discussions concerned
with the work or about the part
which young people play in the
world of today.” During the 70s, there
were canal restoration workcamps
clearing towpath and weed with
mechanical boats on the Kennet and
Avon; pond clearance on the
Devon/Somerset border; the setting
up of a bird sactuary and more
demolition work on the Island of
Steep Holm in the Bristol Channel;
dry stone walling in Snowdonia in
the 1980s, work camps took place at
Barnsbury (North London) urban
wood; Slough House Wood at
Danbury, Essex; Lower Kingcomb
organic farm cum nature reserve in
Dorset; Gray Hill 17th century farm;
Hindleap Warren outdoor pursuits
centre, Sussex; and of course
Haddenham itself came on stream as
a workcamp project.

In 1984, FSC began an involvement
with the John Simonds Trust, whose
aims were seen as closely akin to
FSC’s. The Trust owns Rushall
Manor Old Farm in the valley of the
River Pang in Berkshire. Over the ten
years that followed, fortnight long
International Work Camps, mostly
chiefed by Beefy, have been attended
by thirty or so 17-30 year olds, the
majority from continental Europe.
Strong contingents have come from
the Basque country in Spain, from
Poland and Czechoslovakia, with
many other countries also represent-
ed; leavened with a handful of home
grown FSCers to bring our inimitable
flavour and . traditions to these
camps.

John Durham attended several of the
1980s IWCs and feels workcamps to
be a third form of FSC camp, com-
plementing standing camps and
mobiles. “Each provides an FSC
experience and much transfers from
one to the other if you do more than
one. For those who found themselves
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q here were
{> once two peo-

ple who were

- returning to the
, forest. Their task
<" was to build a

)

' fireplace and
gather wood in
preparation for

H‘_ the feast. First,
gy they needed to

make sure that
they had a shelter, and one per-
son had brought a tent large
enough for both to share.

“Let’s put the tent here,” said the
first person when they met. “I
like this place, and I always put
my tent here.”

“No,” said the second person.
“The trees are too close together
here, and we can’t see the sky. I
think we should clear some
ground further over there, where
the trees are thinner and there is
more space.”

“But,” said the first person,
“every year I put my tent in the
same place. I look forward to
having my tent here, in this place
all the year. I don’t want to
change. I like to do these things
the same. It may not be the best
way, but I really prefer it, and it
would spoil things to have to
change.”

“Nonsense,” said the second per-
son. “It’s about time you did

() X

A (m
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AT A

W\

g

An allegory

something different. The tent
would go much better over there,
where there is more light, and a
view of the river. Think how nice
it will be in the morning, with the
sun coming into the tent.”

hey argued for some time.

The afternoon wore on, until
the first person said, “Come on,
let's start building the fireplace
and collecting wood. The others
will be here soon for the feast
and we have nothing ready.”
“No”, said the second person.
“We must make a decision about
the tent first. It's going to rain
soon, and it will be much harder
to put up a tent in the rain. Why
don’t I take the tent over there
and put it up, while you start to
make the fireplace?”

“No,” said the

first person. “I

think we

should make

the fireplace

< together. It's

what we came for

and it's what is

important, after all. While we are

making the fireplace and collect-

ing wood we can think about
where the tent can go.”

T

-

“No,” said the second person.
“You will only think about where
you want the tent to go. And
anyway, it doesn’t matter if we
don’t get everything ready, the
others can help when they get
here.”

“That won’t do,” said the first
person. “They will expect to
find things as they have

always found them.

There should be a fire
and a welcome and
enough wood to cook
the feast for us all.”

g
W\

“I don’t see why we shouldn’t do
things differently,” said the sec-
ond person. “Put the tent in a dif-
ferent place, and get everyone to
help with the fire. It doesn’t real-
ly matter.”

“You are confusing the tent and
our purpose,” said the first per-
son. “The tent is me being nostal-
gic, and wanting things to be the
same. The fire is for everyone,
and it is important that it is
built.”

n the end the fire was built, and
the wood collected, but with-
out any real accord between the
first person and the second person.

Was one of them right? They still
could not decide where to put the
tent, and it began to rain. Some of
the others started to arrive. They
were pleased to see the fire blaz-
ing — it made them feel welcome.

When they heard about the
dilemma, they laughed. “Why
don’t you build a bender in a
new place?” they asked. “That
way, the old associations will not
be broken, just changed into
something quite new. Building it
together, you will learn to trust
one another, and no one need feel
they have lost anything.”

Jill Monk




ejoddo) auef

H WM nwf(ml;/%w/e/ VQW/ EQ"”V I<77b37 >C

S0 DU U 109 Pov0g o9 180 409
"uvy S W yoove ) oy perw mouo/pcv S -

, 25127770 o 100 99909 /gy

TR, o Sy birssrr-21 Koy /utf ™ W ey Y

40 ; J eM ‘feaﬂ"ﬁfa ')0749
Pmm‘/ vhy

THsY 570 1S U
: e -2y -;ouogz- (,WMW
o7y ) /0 ) ‘aw’/; YT ¢ Py vedo e aée:vaﬂfw
oWy /07‘3/9:) W QA CTw Qe.g) Uwge Jogp 7Y /@S /0
A7 oyt sou s ) azg!’ JIGR oy ® W 5T) ;vm//ew

a g )
o, ’W‘m.n??;,; M1 Moo wes ve)
7777—?"’7} o ’955‘th ‘h;,a wporsw VA 19

' 9 LT R
'(staw-/-??@fi/:/, w0 smﬁ 07 s syrvy e e
2 é"’? W STYIRben T veseel

VRLLNF ——
< sabhaa 44y NaML

o4 —>
(mv va ™7 09 e Fiyp o)
G 3 U0 200 1ol oz A A

i
IR M ST vosoy:;.m v;, vyt (Vg ey mﬂ:[aa )

) @ U /Lodé R T ia Ve NPT T ® e/
.q\“"‘?@ SWooys N ' MATIFTINS prviel ’saa,ac;oJ W{Ef
L / opwa’ ' sroddod *

Suoruo 83@37 anve/fmws.w_f
LAY F e 17039qu ‘4Nl -2 “SIQUISD ! OWUD JDL

R e N
T VeTY_ jeTW _;wwug © oy

kw@.

g7 ./O}A /T 3449177‘/@ PV STWI0))TP ,/sow «[/

SERTYTEUE]N QEAM"\—’“ 4




The Order of Woodcraft Chivalry
and Forest School Camps

The woodcraft movement was started in the
early 1900s in America by Ernest Thompson
Seton, a naturalist and author, as a way of
helping boys from the inner cities to learn
more about life and better ways of living. In
Britain soon after this, Ernest Westlake a natu-
ralist and scientist, his son (Aubrey) and
daughter, and a number of other people,
(mainly Quakers) started the Order of
Woodcraft Chivalry. In the 1920s and 30s it
was very successful, with many children’s
groups active. At this time it was a mixed
youth movement, similar in many ways to the
Scouts and the Woodcraft Folk (which was
started by ex-members of the OWC). Later as
the younger members grew up, the organisa-
tion came to encompass all ages.

The organisation has always had a strong edu-
cational emphasis and the following early
statement embodies some of the aims:

We do not profess to provide a ready-made solution
to the riddle of the world. The Woodcraft Way we
advocate is the way of the Saints. It is in his expe-
rience of life that every individual finds or loses his
god. We aim, like the trainers of the knights of old,
not to deny the darkness of the world, not to
explain it, but to train men to meet it. We cannot
guarantee them victory, but we can help to make
them strong.

In the late 1920s members of the Order want-
ed to further the educational development
side of the Order. One of the ways to do this
was to start a school using the values and
ideas developed by the Order. The main dif-
ferences between this school — Forest School -
and most others at the time were that much of
the learning was done outside and a lot of it
was by first hand experience. The youngest
children at the school were not forced to go to
lessons, but were allowed to roam around in
the woods exploring, climbing trees, watching
the animals and looking at the plants. As they
grew and wanted to know more about some-
thing that interested them, teachers would
help them to find answers and suggest other

directions in which they could look.

Currently the Order of Woodcraft Chivalry is
a small family based organisation with about
140 member families. It is an educational and
social fellowship, for all ages and sexes, which
is non-political and non-denominational. The
members believe in the “Woodcraft Way’ of
first hand experience and the ‘chivalrous spir-
it' of helping others, and being ready to
respect and understand all peoples. The aim of
the order can be found in the Affirmation to
which all members subscribe:

To respond to the call of the world of nature, seek-
ing from it simplicity, good sense and fortitude. To
pursue bravely and gaily the adventure of life, cher-
ishing whatever it holds of beauty, wonder and
romance, endeavouring to carry the chivalrous
spirit into daily life.

Membership of the Order is open to all those
who feel themselves in sympathy with its
Affirmation. It includes families, or ‘kindreds’,
and individuals, or ‘lone members’. Activities
during each year include weekend camps,
social gatherings and outings, discussion
groups and adventure expeditions, organised
by the two regional Guilds, Wessex and
London, or Phoenix Lodge. Several camps are
held each year, including the Summer Camp,
the Folkmoot weekend (the AGM), and
Hallowe’en. A quarterly journal, The Pine
Cone, is published and sent to all members
and those who express interest in the organi-
sation. This gives accounts of recent activities,
articles of general interest, the programme of
future events and news.

The member families forming the active core
of the OWC camp together regularly and are
very much like an extended family. Less regu-
lar campers are always welcome, when they
can make it to camps, bringing added variety
to the activities and experiences. Everybody
within the OWC finds something in it of value
to them, otherwise they would not continue to
attend events, however infrequently. However
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Come the revolution

Experimenting with camps and camp chiefing

This article is about the ideas we
wanted to try and put into prac-
tice on the camp we ran at
Farndale. We were attempting to
explore some of the traditional
Forest School ideas about child
democracy.

As camp chiefs, we set out firstly
to concentrate on the way we did
things rather than on what we
did and secondly, to involve the
lodge in the running of the camp
as much as possible. From what
we could remember from camps
in the distant past, discussion
and group meetings had a histo-
ry stretching back a long way. We
shared the view with others that
this tradition had suffered some
decline, but that it should be a
key element in our camps.

We began by trying to unpick the
role of camp chief, to focus on the
functions of the role rather than
as the source of power and con-
trol, however friendly

that control might be. €S
Our goal was to A
involve as much of C{\ 3 L

the lodge as pos-
sible in decision /QL
making, rather = (e
than being
tempted to take the decisions
ourselves. For this to work, the
adults had to be seen to be letting
go of at least some of the power,
starting with the camp chiefs. We
wanted to minimise the ‘camp
chief as god’, the ‘this is my
camp’ attitude.

We went to camp prepared to
accept the responsibility for what
was decided by staff and children
even if, sometimes, when we’d
had our say, it wasn’t our first
choice decision. Maybe when
things didn’t go smoothly people
learned from this. At other times

we learned that there were other
ways of doing things that were
successful. The staff did feel
encouraged to contribute ideas
and to witness the range of fac-
tors taken into account around
some decisions. Naturally, not
everything is negotiable. In truth,
sometimes quite a lot is already
decided. If safety or childcare are
issues, then explanation of rea-
sons  replaces  discussion.
However, we felt the camp was
going well if whatever was done
was done in the spirit of the good
of the lodge.

What were the problems?

Too much talk. This might be a
feeling when things on the camp
are going well, but the capability
to resolve difficulties or to use
them as examples of a kind of
democracy in action made the
talking worthwhile.

Boring. Except that, if it's about
what’s important to you and you
can change it, maybe you'll
increase your tolerance. Taking
the time to hear everyone is a
problem, which is why feedback
from groups at rally, rather than
mere factual reports, is useful.

Not enough done. It's true that
more can be done in a system
where the camp chief issues
instructions to the staff, who
ensure that the children do them,
either by giving orders or
through friendly persuasion.

Too much focus on process
rather than product. Some peo-
ple asked, ‘what are the camp
chiefs doing? They say there’s
nothing on the agenda, that it's
up to everyone.” We expected
everyone to communicate their
thoughts and feelings and to
share the aim of making the
camp a success.

We were aiming to creat a cli-
mate in which people - staff and
children —  felt able to speak
freely and to make suggestions,
identify problems and propose
solutions at an early stage. Our
requirement was not that people
had to be nice to each other, but
that they be prepared to say why
they were upset. Deviancy, in
this context, would be a refusal
to communicate. This all meant
that the key part of the camp
chiefs’ role was the maintenance
of a structure which encouraged
participation, in which making a
contribution was made easier
than keeping silent.

How did we go about it?
We:

created opportunities for staff
and children to comment on the
camp and to identify proposed
changes and activities

encouraged feedback at rally
from groups, as opposed to factual
reports

attempted dialogue at rally by
opening discussion up to the lodge
when suggestions were made

made the camp chiefs available
to speak with staff and children

sent letters to staff in advance of
the camp, outlining our thoughts,
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Having spent some 30 years promoting
his League of Woodcraft Indians on both
sides of the Atlantic, in 1930 Ernest
Thompson Seton finally settled in the
American Southwest. He built Seton
Village (in 1966 designated a National
Monument), and set up a summer camp
for teaching Woodcraft and Indian lore to
leaders of youth groups around the world.
Always a keen student and friend of the
Plains and Woodland Indians, Seton
moved to New Mexico where he spent his
last 16 years among the Navajo, Apache,
and especially the local Pueblo tribes. In a
lovely spot south of Santa Fe, Seton
bought 2,500
acres of high
desert, sage-
brush and
pinor pines, in
the foothills of
the Sangre de
Cristo moun-
tains. He mar-
ried his secre-
tary, adopted a
* daughter, and
4 in his 70s ran
the Seton
Institute  of
Indian
Wisdom.

Nearly 50
{ years after the
death of Ernest

" Thompson

| Seton, his

daughter Dee

Seton Barber

has  brought

. ¥ together fami-

3o ly and friends

> 4 from all over

e ‘ ‘ the world who
- believe in
Seton’s woodcraft philosophy, and feel the
time is ripe for a resurgence of interest in
his work. Seton-o-philes met in March
1993 to form the Ernest Thompson Seton
Foundation Inc (later changed to
‘Institute’ to reflect more accurately by its
prime function). A board of directors was
chosen; aims and by-laws formulated. An
Advisory Board was established, includ-
ing artists, businessmen, naturalists, pro-
fessors and students, writers and photog-
raphers, ecologists and zoologists, as well
as people who simply want Seton’s art
and philosophy to be readily available.
They come from Japan, Canada, the Czech
Republic, Great Britain and the United

The Ernest Thompson Seton Institute

States, all races and creeds, and, of course,
include Native Americans, some the
descendents of original Seton Institute
staff. The old HQ, Seton Castle, is Dee
Barber’s home and now home to the new
ETS Institute, until other premises are
available,

Our Institute is still in embryo form -
we're getting our Federal non-profit status
sorted out; a travelling exhibit of Seton
artwork is in the planning stage; urgent
repairs to Seton Castle roof have sparked
the need for fundraising activities (it's a
historic building but low on the Park
Service list for renovation); cataloguing of
Seton’s mass of artwork, publications, lec-
ture notes, and journals (fascinating read-
ing!) has to be undertaken. 1995’s project
on Seton’s woodcraft groups in Great
Britain has provided a lot of information
on the international connections, as did
the visit to Seton Castle in 1994 of a con-
tingent from the Woodcraft League of the
Czech Republic.

The Annual International Woodcraft
newsletter, comprising articles from
Woodcrafters around the world, goes out
from Dee’s computer as does a bi-monthly
Woodcraft North America Communications
Circle — a kind of round-robin discussion
table.

Communication is the Ernest Thompson
Seton Institute’s major function, while
plans to establish a permanent archive and
research facility on the remaining 100
acres of Seton land are hashed out. The
ultimate goal is to have a study center
available for all to come and make use of
the huge amount of material produced by
and about this 20th Century Renaissance
Man.

If you want to help, or just learn more,
write to:

Dee Seton Barber,

Ernest Thompson Seton Institute, Inc.
Box 85,

Seton Village -RT.9,

NM 87505-9805

USA

Fax: (505) 983 3729

Tel: (505) 983 7021

e-mail: 6234104@mcimail.com

Barbara Witemeyer
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Sometimes being on a Forest School
Camp can be so satisfying. I find
myself, body and soul, moving into a
state of great contentment and a
strange feeling of ‘rightness’, so
much so that I begin to wonder what
I do in my daily life that keeps me
from feeling this way more often.

Maybe it’s the day-long

Folk Memory

world except the Near East and parts
of Southern Europe), there was no
knowledge of agriculture at all, set-
tled village life had not yet been
adopted. People, our ancestors, lived
in tribal groups migrating with the
seasons. And here you have a way of
life that to us moderns has an almost
unimaginable vulnerability to the

. natural elements; where
physical exercise. Maybe Everything you ‘physical exercise’ as we
it's being out in the ele- do affects call it was a grim neces-

ments, close to nature.
Maybe it’s living so inti-
mately with other people

someone else.
Your voice counts

sity of survival, where
whether eating, work-
ing or sleeping the indi-

- eating, playing, work- and your vidual was constantly in

ing, sleeping — and the contribution the company of people

same people day after they knew intimately,

day. Maybe it's creating, shapes lzour often from birth; where
world.

in a way, our own mini-
society; having to make our own
entertainment, our own culture of
songs, festivities, stories, running
jokes. Maybe it’s knowing (and see-
ing it proved) that everything you do
affects someone else, that your voice
counts and your contribution shapes
your world. Maybe it’s all of these
things put together.

So why do these things feel so right?
Well, the answer may lie in the past.
We need go back less than ten gener-
ations to find our forebears living in
a pre-industrial world, and whether
they lived in the city or the country-
side (as in the case of the vast major-
ity) they were living a life that
involved greater physical exertion,
less protection from the vagaries of
nature, and a greater sense of belong-
ing to a specific community of people.

Less than a hundred generations
takes us back to the time of Christ
(line them up and they’d perhaps
reach to the corner shop). Two hun-
dred generations back and we come
to a time when, in this country (and
virtually everywhere else in the

the only sources of ‘cul-
ture’ — music, stories, dances — were
the people themselves; where, by
virtue of the group’s small size, the
individual’s voice was heard and
could have an impact on the com-
munity of which he or she was a
part.

Our ancestors lived like this not for
tens or hundreds or even thousands
of generations, but tens of thousands
of generations. It's hard
to be exact, of course, but
some sources estimate

There’s more
distance between

sound of that way of life isn't still
echoing deep inside us. Are ten gen-
erations, or even two hundred gener-
ations, long enough for that sound to
die out?

It would be wrong to picture this
past as a lost paradise and the mod-
ern world as a fall from grace. People
in industrialised countries are better
housed, clothed and fed than their
forebears ever dreamt of. But each
successive wave of new technologies
has brought about, and continues to
bring about, great changes in the
way we live. The amount of physical
exertion required of us has greatly
diminished, and the traditional com-
munities in which we once lived
have, for good or ill, largely been
eroded and displaced. There’s more
distance between people, and
between people and nature. As for
culture, that's now done for us by the
mass media, and we are involved in
such huge societies that the chances
of our individual voices being heard
often seem remote.

A Forest School Camp is a long, long
way from the hard life
our hunter-gatherer
ancestors lived, but it

that 20,000 gengrations people, contains enough simi-
had the use of fire, and d betw: lar elements for some-
100,000 generations used an etween thing inside us to wake
stone tools. Further back people up and say “Yes! I
than this and we are in and nature. remember this!” And

the realm of the
Ape/Man.

So this way of living is fairly firmly
established in our ancestry and, I am
sure, deep in our unconscious. As a
species we are very adaptable but I
find it hard to

; imagine that

Q/ the long

repeated

for a week or two we
are blessed with the opportunity to
live a life far more in tune with that
which our ancestors lived, and one
which satisfies so many of the deep
human needs that our modern civili-
sation fails to meet.

Tom Sofer
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The Woman Who Lost Her Luck

here was once a woman who lost her

luck. Everything that could go wrong
for this woman did go wrong, and she was
the most miserable woman in the world.
When, at last she was left with nothing but
the clothes she wore, she decided to set off
walking to find God to ask Her if it was
possible to find her luck again.

As she was walking along, she came upon
a tiger — a once proud, healthy beast, now
fallen on hard times — emaciated, mangy
and the picture of self-pity. “Hello,” said
the tiger. “Who are you and where are you
going?” “I'm a woman who has lost her
luck and I'm walking to find God to ask
Her if She can help me to find it again.”
“Well,” said the tiger, “I've lost my luck
too, and I haven't had a square meal in
weeks. Do you think God would help me
too?” “I don’t know,” said the woman. “It
may be that God is busy, but I'll tell you
what Ill do. If I find God, and She isn’t too
busy and can help me, I'll put a word in
for you too.” The tiger was very grateful
for this, said goodbye to the woman, and
she carried on her way.

Some time after leaving the tiger, the
woman entered a large forest, and was
walking through when she came to a
clearing in the trees, empty of all but some
sparse undergrowth and a small, stunted
tree. This tree was so puny, it was barely
more than a twig. As the woman walked
past, the small tree called to her, “Hello.
Who are you and where are you going?”
“I'm a woman who's lost her luck, and I'm
walking to find God to ask her if She can
help me to find it again.” The tree thought
this was amazing as he’s down on his luck
too, so nothing ventured, nothing gained —
he asked the woman if she’d do the hon-
ours and get God to help him too. The
woman told him the same thing she told
the tiger, and said that she’d see what she
could do. The tree thanked her and the
woman went on her way.

After leaving the forest, the woman
walked down into a valley. It was the most
beautiful valley in the world - full of flow-
ers, butterflies and a twinkling, silvery
stream. Down in the bottom of the valley,
on the other side of the stream, was a love-
ly thatched cottage, with a jigsaw—puzzle
garden. Working in the garden, stripped to
the waist was an Adonis of a man — he was
gorgeous. As the woman walked past the
garden, he called over the hedge to her —
“Hello. Who are you and where are you

going?” “I'm a woman who's lost her luck
and I'm walking to find God to see if She’ll
help me to find it again.” “That’s interest-
ing,” said the man, “because I've lost my
luck as well — do you think God would
help me too?” “How can you possibly
have lost your luck?” asked the woman.
“You live in this wonderful place, you're
gorgeous-looking and in the peak of
health - you can’t say you're not lucky!”
“Ah,” said the man. “It’s all very well hav-
ing these things, but without anyone to
share them with, I'm the loneliest man in
the world, so that's why I need God'’s
help.” “I see your point,” said the woman
- “OK, I'll see what I can do.” She said
goodbye to the man and carried on her
way.

Once out of the valley, the woman walked
across a plain, until she came to the edge
of the world (you must not forget that this
is a story). She stood there, her toes hang-
ing over the very brim, over the abyss
below, and far away, out in the front of her,
sitting on a cloud in all Her Glory, was
God. God realised that She had a visitor so
she welcomed the woman and asked her
what she wanted. The woman explained
that she was a woman who had lost her
luck, and she had travelled to seek God
and to ask for Her help. It just so hap-
pened that God wasn’t busy, so She told
the woman how to find her luck again,
and sent her back on her way.

he woman walked back across the

plain — down into the valley and there,
still working in his garden, was the man.
He called out in greeting and asked the
woman if she had found God and if there
was any message? The woman told him
that God had helped her and said that if
she continued to walk, she would find her
luck. “That’s wonderful,” said the man —
“but what about me?” The woman told
him that God had said that one day the
man’s luck would come walking by. “Well,
it's obvious,” said the man. “You're my
luck! Come and live with me and share all
I have.” “Oh no,” said the woman. “I can’t
possibly do that—I've got to carry on until
I find my luck - it can’t be me that God
meant you to find.” The man was a bit
cheesed off by this, but acknowledged the
woman’s wishes, and they said goodbye.

The woman continued on her way, up out
of the beautiful valley and back into the
forest. As she came to the clearing, the
very last leaf fell off the poor little tree and



./ "WI99)$d \

J1°S JO sIodueyUD jeaId are sjuswRAsIPe [ednperd jey) pue jusweSemodus pue
aouepm3 jy3u a3 pue sj003 JySu oy uaa1d ayqrssod st ysey Aue jey Jorq Ay ST I
'08 ® aary 03 1930 Yoes Surdemodus pue Surop Aq Surures] st 3] JUSWUOIIAUD ays jo
aouereq ay3 urdonsap INoyIMm [eArams pue A3ojouypa; ySiy ueyy 1oyer sanbruypay
afduuts jo asn ay st 3] TS pue diysuewsiyen sagrusdis (00} Jo [00} 3y, ‘Puey YL

“fyreyd pue aA0[ ‘Surpuejsiapun
‘uorsseduiod ST j| "UoOseal Jo WOPSIM-peay ayj 03 pasoddo se SurEsy Jo WOpPSIM
[enuad ay sjussardai 3 ‘Teuonows pue [esrsAyd yjoq “Bureq Jo amuad 3y ST Jreay Ay,

"SISY30 0} IO J[3s3U0 03 3[qnox} uriq JY3rur Jey; SUoTe YSer Yoy
ur Surdaay 103 pue JY3noy3aI0F 10 ‘SISO JO SPISU Y} JO SSAUBTEME ‘DOULSI[[PIUT 105
Pasu 3y} JO SN SPUTWIAL }] *PeaY a3 Ul 9pIsal o] [enjiiids oy} pue [013U0D pue WOPSIM

\ puey pue }redy ‘pedy /

UI[V By V
4q pro3 -
umowyun ursLQ

"pIp 1281 oy
yeym A3oexa ST YDIYA ,,'NOA 0} pay[e; pue
paddoys oym 1003 A][1S 1511y S J8S 0} 1OM
noA yey} pres poo),, ‘Uewom Y3 pres ,,‘sak
YO,, W 10§ 98essawr e a1aY} Sep,, 1981
oy} pres ,OyiLsy sjeyr,, ,Pn| Aw puy
pmom [ Aem Aux uo paLLIed | JI Jeyy pres
PO5) "SMaU SNO[[PAIRW S I PUB,, ‘UBWIOM
oy pres ,’pIp | S3K,, ,iPOD puy nof
pIQ 7e8uo] Yonuw jse| ued ] Uy} ,uop
I pue noA 1oy Sunrem usaq a4, ‘dn 31s 03
UsAD eam 003 193y ayj pres ,oeq dwod
3A,nof ssaupood yueyy,, JLod [NyHNeaq
aouo sty ySnoryy Aurerd Suimoys qui yoes
‘sypeaiq Suidp Suiaesy oy pajenews
sy ‘punoxd sy} uo jno payplexns Surd]
‘19313 3y} uodn aured ays [un uo payEM
pue 3S210§ 93 3J3] AYS “I9)e[ SIYM }I0YS Y

‘Aem 194 uo paux
-1ed pue 3rmj a3 03 94qpoos pres uewom
3y} 0g I8y} JI 9ARI[ IdY3q Pp,nok,
Bmy o pres oM 4o, N Areo £q
-1ss0d 3,uUp[noo [ pue “pn| Aw puy T [mun
uo A1red> 03 108 3A], — UeWOM B} pres
/OUI 0} 3sn OU ST “[[9M),, ,,'OWOd[dM pue
31 9ABY UED NOX "} }IM Op 0} IdA0SJeYM
Sunpou juem [ ‘rey os 3y Aw payySiq
A1 — SulyioN], “S1m3 oy pres |, L4
yHm op 0} 3uro8 noA are yeym — dunjIoy e
SI ST}, “‘UBWOM Y} PIeS ,,‘SUSARSE],, "9A0T}

MoNT I9H 3S0T OYA UBWOAA YL

[ea1 & sem 31— sarmyddes ‘sarqnu ‘spreraurs
‘spuourerp ‘A1a[jamal ‘s32[qo8 ‘sezze} I9A[IS
pHOs ‘sa3e[d P[OD) "INSLaI} YIIM WL Y}
03} N3 sem 3] passand aa,nox ) pauado
‘paypol jusem 31 Suipuy pue “4sayd
9} paurexs uewom Yy, ,AemAue 41
ST1eYM "woor ay e dn Surye; Suny jey
M M018 3,up[nod | I9puom ou s 3] “ureSe
ayjeaiq ued [ y3noyy se 995 [, ‘Sim3 ap
pres ,‘19113q Sjey} ‘4son),, AWy umop
31 paped pue ‘sjoor s8m} ayy punore
ul peq 10 3y} [[e PI[[PAOYS JYS UYL
*8w3 ay aprsaq 31 nd pue punoid ayj jo
mo 31 pag3erp ays pSusns 1oy [re Sursp
183> uspoom 81q e ‘sSunyy [re jo ‘ypreaun
0} [10s 9y} Aeme parespd uewom ay}
pue a8re[ SUTyIWOS Iy UOOS [2AOYS Y],

“81m3 ayp jo aseq ay} punore
Amyared A1aa Srp 03 payrejs pue (j103s
e ST snp} jeys 398105 3,uysnuwr Afear nok)
sy Aqreau e jsure@e Surues| sem yPrym
[2A0ys ay3 dn paypid uewom aip ‘og Simy
3Y} pres ,Onsejuej sjey[, ‘Uewom Jyj
pres , ‘oA punore saax) 3yj Se [[e} se Mo13
uoos [ nok pue ‘peards 03 d[qe aq [m
53001 oA “4no 31 398 ued | J1 pue Ymord
moA Sunungs st YPIYM ‘53001 oL yreauaq
paunq Jumypewos  sem a1dYy} ey} pres
PO 9M,, “S1m3 a3 payse ;3w jnoqe
FeYM,, PN[ By puy pmos 3ys ‘panun
-U0d 9YS JI JeY} — SMaU IaY 31 P[0} pue Sim)
3\.{1 opIsaq saauy .Ial.[ 0] Jues uewom aql
4510 djoy ayg ues pue ‘po) puy nok pig
"oeq W0 03 NoA 107 Sunrem u3q 94,
— (sem mou 3 Jre sem jey 107) Sim3 By
payeoD ,, ‘O[[3H,, “IOO[] 1S310] 3y} 0] pajeoyy



During our three-day staff training
camp, held over the May Bank holi-

day, our aims were to pack in as much as'

possible, to find out ways of getting closer
to our environment and to learn how to
use ritual and ceremony to enhance more
traditional activities.

We started off after supper that first night
with an ice-breaker led by Julie in which
we were asked to divide into pairs, take it
in turns to explain why we had come, or
where we had come from (or whatever),
then take it in turns to report back to the
group as a whole what the other person
said. This kind of exercise teaches you to
listen and to talk in public and, believe it
or not, to relax quickly in a group you do
not know well.

The ice broken, we then explained what
the programme for the weekend would
be, arranged the breakfast clan and retired
fairly early having stressed that we were
here to work not play!

reakfast over by nine the next morn-
ing, the sun obligingly coming up over
the surrounding oaks still not yet in leaf,
we started with rally. Daniel started the
day with a ceremony - a ritual fire in the
middle of the circle (pre-turfed) to which

Thinking Like a Mountain:

we each added a piece of wood. Dividing
into groups, we took it in turns to describe
a ritual or ceremiony we had enjoyed, or
felt embarrassed about, on a previous
camp. We used the same reporting proce-
dure as the night before. When we came
back together again, Daniel finished off
that session by leading a discussion on
how ritual and ceremony at camp added a
new dimension to traditional activities.

The two-hour long rally finally finished
off with two discussions, one by me on the
environment, Deep Ecology and the need
for us as staff to make children learn how
to live respectfully in harmony with
nature, and one by Julie who told us of the
importance of the circle at camp — the din-
ing/rally circle, the camp fire circle and so
on.

Squeezed into the small gap before lunch
was a workshop on digging and axing led
by Corinne and Julie and one on bender
making by Daniel and I. Needless to say,
the shelter bender was never used because
the weather was perfect during the whole
weekend.

fter a massive lunch we had another
rally. Daniel told us an elaborate story
of his days as an executive and how, dur-
ing a terrible storm, he had stumbled acci-
dentally upon a group of children
o ‘o surviving admirably in the coun-

\0, /s  tryside. This was evidently his
> conversion to FSC. To cut a long
e story short, Daniel then chal-

lenged us to light a fire the old
Pathfinder way. First collect your
- wood, pour a pint of water on it
and then build and light your fire
with one match. Daniel did in the
circle and it worked. Half the
camp followed Daniel and Julie in
this firelighting actvity and half
came with me and Corinne to
learn about Deep Ecology.

You've really got to do this for
yourself to find out what it’s
about. Briefly, a group of ecolo-
gists have recently been postulat-
ing that the earth’s problems, pol-
lution, the profligate use of
resources and our general attitude
towards our planet are largely
manifestations of the fact that we
continually distance ourselves
from our environment. We are
separate from it and are, there-
fore, somehow aloof from it. By
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“Intolerance for Intolerance”

s the time of year comes around to make a

decision about camping, a question comes to
mind — why do we want to go again? We are all
familiar with the obvious answers; it's fun, there’s
a sense of community, it’s such a relief to get away
from all the trappings and technology of modern
life. But there is something more. Something that is

Aubrey Westlake, 1932

Much of the effort our society puts into life
stems from this prejudice. Our lives can be
polarised by ‘them and us’. It occurs on a global
level between nations and in our attitude to the
whole planet.

f we want to

fundamental,
important and a
challenge to every-
one on an individual
basis. In the effort to
make a community
we have to over-
come our habits of
prejudice.

We recognise
the obvious
targets of prejudice.
It's easy to spot dif-
ferent skin colour or
different accents. It's
less easy to over-
come our male,
female conditioning
but we are tackling
that. It is most diffi-
cult to recognise the
prejudices that have
become a daily
habit. The tempta-
tion is to exclude
anyone we don’t feel
comfortable with
and stick with peo-
ple we can recognise
as our type of
friends.

“I have this ghastly suspicion,” Fiona said suddenly, “that we're
simply nothing but horrid little middle class stereotypes about to
embark on some awful contrived adventure.”

make a family of
mankind, we need
to start with our-
selves as a basis for
change. The process
is simple enough
but does require a
certain  honesty
from each person.
Allowing people to
be who they are and
merely being
friendly is how it
starts. When some-
one feels the
warmth of a person
trying to reach
across, without any
judgement, a recog-
nition and a kind of
healing takes place.
As always camp is
an excellent place to
practice and to face
these things. It is
something we can
take into society, for
our family needs to
be the whole of life.

his is expressed
well in a scene

At camp this can take the form of making fun of
inexperienced or inarticulate staff, ignoring
people who are older, younger, richer, who act dif-
ferently, dress differently and so on, and this
includes our attitude to children. Even when we
know this is happening, it is a different matter to
actually change our behaviour. For whatever rea-
son we can start to feel threatened, antagonised or
just irritated by someone and we start to alienate
the person who gives us these feelings. This creates
the divide that we need to learn to recognise and to
reach across. We can talk about this stuff until the
cows come home but it’s all hot air unless we make
an effort to put it into practice.

from the film Little
Big Man where the old Indian is talking after
another atrocity has been committed by the white
man. He talks about the difference between the
Indian and white culture. The white man thinks
only of himself as being alive whereas the Indian
thinks of everything as alive, not just human
beings but animals, the rocks, the earth, the rivers
etc. This attitude of both heart and mind could help
us heal many of the divisions in our world.

Carolyn Thompson
and Julian Abel
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