


Introduction

Editorial

This year Forest School Camps is 60! We’re almost into our fourth generation
of staff — the ‘virtual’ great-grandchildren of our founders - an unbroken line
absorbing the traditions and creating the collective wisdom. Ten years ago FSC
published ‘Our Story’ a book of tales drawn from the great pool of memories
created by 50 years of Forest School Camps. As we thought about a theme for
this magazine we asked what is it; now, near the beginning of the 21st century;
that we in FSC still value and want to pass on, not just to the next generation of
FSC children but to people outside and beyond FSC?

At camp, sometimes the Lodge is silent as we hold hands in a circle facing each
other; ninety or so clear eyed, dirty faces, young and old that we have grown
to know during our time at camp. After a few minutes, we often turn and face
outwards, looking out over the land that has been our home and further into the
wider community and the outside world, that perhaps, we will shortly be returning
to. There is a palpable, tangible feeling of the strength of the circle at our backs.
What do we take with us when we leave camp? How does it influence our every
day life and work? We hoped to capture a few answers in the magazine.

The theme became ‘FSC and Beyond’ and we asked for articles about how FSC
and the Forest School have inspired you. We also wanted to hear from some of the
people and organisations FSC is linked with. The result has been a real inspiration.
People wrote not only about the life-changing experiences a Forest School Camp
can provide but also of the energy that has been generated for action and the
conviction that FSC has something valuable to share and that we have the will to
share it. The diversity of form this inspiration has taken shouldn’t surprise us,
given our suspicion of dogma and our appetite for debate and variety. We hope
you will find much to interest you and whilst there may be some offshoots whose
fundamental beliefs you'll find hard to follow or that you’ll disagree with, we felt it
was important all should be heard. After all, a tree is known by its fruit.

We’ve organised the articles into three loose sections:

Reflections - FSC and Forest School from a historical perspective

Within FSC - Current stories of camp, FSC and our future and Fenwood

Beyond FSC - The things FSC has inspired, energised and supported and related
organisations

We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to this publication, who has
generously wanted to share their experiences and inspiration.

Please though, bear in mind that the opinions expressed in the following pages do
not represent the views of FSC as an organisation, nor of the editorial group.

Flow Stone
Annie Holloway
Marcos Guillen
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and eighty pound tent; outside
the UBSS (University of Bristol
Speleological Society) hut.

| had connected with a few FSC’ers
who were venturing underground.

In fact, | still did not know what they
were talking about!

The day started early, breakfast
before eight, with Victor’s voice
echoing everywhere. Although | had
never been to an FSC camp, let
alone a caving camp, | knew exactly
what | had to do, my focus was
going to be survival! Inside that tent
was a hell-hole, outside it was still
raining. Everyone was sopping wet
and all was happening at a pace.

It was hard to tell which of my
clothes were for topside and which
were for caving. Once re-dressed
for caving | was given a mars bar, a
helmet and a strange looking object
going by the name of ‘a something
lamp’. It had no bulb! Not knowing
what to do with it, | was shown

how to put the rocks of carbide

into the bottom half and screw it
back together. We then dribbled
some water into the top half, and
BANG, it was alight for me. How
was that done? A three-inch flame
roared from the ‘jet’. Next, checking
for leaks by running another flame
around the seal, scary or what? The
lamps, not just mine, would burst
into flames. However, while the
flames could instantly be blown out
and the two halves easily tightened
some more, the feeling of danger
did not leave me when it was finally
clipped to the helmet and the helmet
strapped tightly to my head.

My life at that point was about to
change and there was no going
back. | was part of a group. That
assemblage had flames on their
heads and we were heading
underground.

A short walk later, | was standing in
a hollow staring at rocks. One by
one my group clambered into one
of the holes and disappeared. Then
it was my turn. As | ducked into

the hole, | was immersed in a new
understanding of how the world was
put together.

There was just enough light from
the orange glow on my head to

see several feet scrambling away

in front of me. | followed. Every
breath produced copious amounts
of steam. | was instantly chilled
from lying on cold rock. The muffled
echoing sound of boots scraping
and grunts and groans, suddenly
replaced itself with joyful chat and
dimly lit views of muddied faces.
We were underground and everyone
was sitting about the place as if we
belonged there. | was in
my element.

Anyone who has not
been down a cave will
have no comprehension
of the voids just below
our feet. It is hard even
- for some who have

~ caved, to get a grip on
| the three dimensions.
Each cave has its own
unique look. Some are
smooth, some sharp, some have
formations, some are bare, some
have simple layouts whilst others
require a decent memory. Some are
for tourists; some require complex
manoeuvres and skills. Some are for
beginners and others are definitely
not.

FSC offered me the chance to
experience the unimaginable. FSC
caving is, overall, at beginners’ level,
it allows all the skills to be improved.
| have never bored of going to the
same caves. | would call myself an
explorer now, rather than a follower.
My cave-time favourites’ include

turning off my light to experience the
blackness and slotting into holes,
where no one else has a chance of
fitting, just to see what is there!

Morphing into being a leader,

i.e. having the responsibility of
leading a group into a challenging
environment, balancing time
constraints, assessing every
individual’s capability or energy
levels and keeping the group

safe and happy, all boils down to
extended skills gathered from years
of caving.

| started young! When slightly older |
hitch-hiked from London, kit bags in
tow and would roll up to clubhouses
and tag along with other caving
groups. | could not get enough.
Some might remember the new year
winter camps | used to run, under
the guise of extra cave training. |
have even spent hours digging out
new bits of cave. All, to gain more
time underground.

The Mendips is not the only caving
area. With FSC | caved in Wales,
Yorkshire and on Dartmoor. All these
systems are very different from each
other, just as each cave is different
from others in the same area. All are
fascinating and worth visiting.

| cannot recommend caving as

an activity for all. | do however

try to persuade all to try it, if only

to give their mind another view

on the world. If you ‘suffer’ from
claustrophobia, | say this ~ | have
confidently persuaded children

and adults to have a look. Their
experience was good. Before my
groups ‘go downstairs’, we are all of
the understanding that as a group, if
we need to come out, for whatever
reason, we will do so. | find nervous
first-timers are often enthralled by
the different world they have found
and forget nerves and phobias whilst
settling down o enjoy nature’s
wonders.

Tone Nolan
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owned cinemas around Cardiff. She
came from a posh girls’ school where
she didn’t fit in, but she took to Forest
School like a duck to water. It did
advertise and here are the brochures
(see photos). | remember Peter
Hedger, he was older; and Hazel who
was younger than me.

What lessons did you have?

The usual ones, english, arithmetic,
history, geography, french. Each child
spent a day cooking in the kitchen.

Were there exams?

| can’t remember. | don’t think we
did, but some of the older children,
like Peter, did ‘senior’ stuff.

What was the food like?

It was cooked by the housemothers
with a child helping in the kitchen on a
rota. We all ate together in the dining
room, staff and pupils ate the same
food, which wasn’t always usual then.

What else did you do?

Swimming in the river. One of the
trials for being a Tracker was a cold
bath every morning. No-one wore
costumes, except my mother who
chose to because, she said, she was
too large not to.

Tell me a bit more about tests and
trials.

There was a set of trials you had to
pass to be a woodling, tracker or
pathfinder. Quite a lot were to do
with woodcraft, swimming the river,
tree climbing...there was a wonderful
beech tree up in the wood and a very
tall Douglas fir and from the top you
could see all over the forest. That
was one of the places we would go
on a Sunday walk.

Can you describe the philosophy of
the school?

There were a lot of pacifists and
socialists. Cuthbert was a Quaker.
The OWC and the school were non
political and non denominational.
The ethical values went through the
school. We learnt respect for each
other and for nature.

How much ‘glee’ was there?

We learnt quite a lot of folk dancing
and when we had camp fire we did
quite a lot of singing. One wonderful

4

night we made a fire in Meerhay
garden and watched shooting stars.
The kids loved it. The singing was
just part of being there, traditional folk
songs, an awful lot of them. The Arise
song of course. Beefy always liked
‘Glad that | live am I'. John Glaister
always used to sing.

Liza Banks (Penny Nicholson) wrote

a diary about a tracker hike you were
on. What are your memories?

The hike which Penny wrote a diary
about. Two weeks every summer, for
trackers and older. On that hike | was
the youngest. We walked to Bristol
and when we got there we could do
what we liked. Catherine, Penny and
I went to my Aunt’s house, knocked
on the door and she let us have a
bath and tea.

The older children did the
navigation and we all had to carry
stuff, but, because | was the
youngest, | just carried my own stuff
and nothing else. Because the sole
came off my shoes, | walked in my
plimsolls and | got bad blisters, all
over my feet. Beefy was very good
at things like that, he sterilised a pin
and popped them all. After that they
were fine. | was incredibly lucky.

When the holidays came there
used to be a standing camp at
Godshill. All the kids from the school
stayed on as a group. It was part of
the OWC camp.

Looking back, what were the best
things about the school?

One thing I noticed was that
everyone was so friendly. It was like
having a big family. There were no
differences. Some of the parents
were well off. Mine weren’t and |
had quite a big bursary. | didn’t have
loads of goodies or anything, but they
levelled the pocket money for every
body, half a penny per year per week,
so by age twelve you had sixpence a
week.

How much do you think your time at
the school shaped you as a person?
Alot. Must have done. Although
much the same values were up

here (at Whiteway), but without the
camping and the woodcraft, so

it’s been a continuum as far as I'm
concerned.

What can you tell us about the start
of FSC?

I was just finishing training in London
as anurse. They had a meeting for
old pupils and staff. Arthur Cobb
was there and we were asking the
question, what should we do about
starting the school again? Unless
we had the capital to make a bigger
school, it would not be viable. A
decision was made to use Whitwell
as a conference centre and to have
a camp in the grounds. This would
be late ‘46 or early ‘47. | would love
to have sent the kids to camp but we
didn’t have the money at the time.

Why did Forest School move from
Sandy Balls?

It was because the Sandy Balls estate
needed the school to move.

| thought it was mean at the time, but
I learnt since that there was a heavy
mortgage to pay. They needed the
income from a commercial camp site
or Aubrey would have lost the estate.
They bought Whitwell, but my mother
said it was too near the coast. She
said there was going to be another
war and as soon as there’s a war they
will clear everyone away from the
coast, 20 miles away anyway. They
didn’t take notice of her argument and
that’s what happened.

In the spring term of 1938 we were
at Sandy Balls and after the Easter
holiday we were at Reepham. | left
at the end of that term, before the
school was closed.

During the war a few children went
with Cuthbert and his wife Helen to
Dartington. Later they moved to
London and | remember visiting them.

Is there anything you would like
children at FSC now to know?
One thing | think is important for
FSC came to me about 12 years
ago when | was very ill. It came to
me how important woodcraft is and
it’s necessary to know the basics of
life and living, in this industrialised
society, because the whole thing can
so easily go boom. You need to
know the basics....l learnt them. The
spread of woodcraft should grow.
There’s so much rubbish and stuff
about, you need to know how to cope
without it.

Andy Freedman
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Stockton Down Camp

“beneath the campers’ tents

lie the ancient streets

of an Iron Age settlement......”

The Legacy of Michael Stratton

So many people regularly enjoy the
FSC camp at Stockton Down in
Wiltshire, but few know the story of
the remarkable man behind it.

The camp, a firm favourite with
young people and families, for over
40 years, occupies pastureland on
an estate that belonged to Wiltshire
landowner Michael Stratton. A
popular, larger-than-life figure

known and respected across the
county, Michael took over farming
the 3,500 acre Codford estate from
his eccentric uncle Jack Stratton

in the late 1940s. When he first
heard about the work of FSC from a
neighbour, he kindly volunteered one
of his fields on top of Stockton Down
as a camp site.

This is a site steeped in history. To
the north, its sweeping views, across
the Wylye valley, to the Marlborough
downs, must have brought pleasure
to settlers for centuries. More
exciting still, beneath the campers’
tents lie the ancient streets of an Iron
Age settlement known as Stockton
earthworks, old Stockton village
before it settled in the valley below.
Half the earthworks are preserved

in the downland pasture, lumpy

and bumpy from excavations of hut
circles and quarrying. The other

half are hidden under the trees and
bluebells of Stockton Wood.

Michael Stratton, who died in 2002,
was keenly interested in education
and young people. He was the
hardworking landlord with the big
cheery voice who would wave in
welcome to campers as they walked
down the hill past his house. Always
ready to help, he provided them

with firewood and water from his
reservoir. When he joined them
around the campfire, listening to
tales of their day’s exploits, few
realised that their genial host had
experienced a good few adventures
of his own.

Michael grew up on his father’s

farm in Kingston Deverill, near the
springhead of the Wylye River, during
the Depression of the late twenties.
His father was very hard pressed
during these difficult and anxious
years and the children had to help,
Michael was put to work mucking
out the yards and cow sheds when
he came home from school. Like
many of his generation, he was only
too well aware of rural poverty, of
big families barely surviving on a
ploughman’s wage - if there was any
work at all.

Life took a turn for the better

when, after schooling locally and

at Marlborough College, he won

a scholarship to read history at
Magdalene College, Cambridge.
The Second World War, however,
interrupted his studies, and he found

himself in the Indian Army organising
mule transport on arduous trails
across the mountains of Burma.

Near the end of the war he was
invalided out of the army with polio,
but decided he must return to
Cambridge to finish his degree. By
1946, his health largely restored, he
was back home in Wiltshire, farming
at Codford in partnership with his
uncle.

Michael quickly became a leader of
the community, immersing himself
in activities that reflected his love of
nature and the Wiltshire countryside.
Among the many hats he wore over
the years were those of:- a member
of the Nature Conservancy Council,
chairman of the Wiltshire Trust for
Nature Conservation and president
of the Wiltshire Rural Life Society.
He was also a former governor of
the Royal Agricultural College at
Cirencester and a former chair of
governors of Lackham College of
Agriculture. His services to the
Wiltshire War Agricultural Committee
brought him an OBE in 1972 and he
was High Sheriff of Wiltshire from
1979-80.

In his retirement he spent hours
tending the many thousands of
trees he planted - woods that have
transformed the corner of Wiltshire
he cherished.

Michael was a devoted family man,
husband of Phyllida and father of
four sons. His son Josh, who took
over management of the estate after
his death, has generously continued
to support the Stockton earthworks
camp.

Because Michael saw himself not
as an owner of the land, but as a
custodian who wanted to share its
pleasures with others, the camp at
Stockton earthworks held a special
place in his affections. Certainly
FSC could not have wished for a
more loyal friend.

Liza Banks
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ultimate aim is to fuse and thereby
heal that false dichotomy, the
supposed separation between the
human and the natural. Is a termite
mound ‘artificial’? They’re built
from cement manufactured by the
termites, they’re multi-storey and
they even have air conditioning. The
difference, | would submit, is that of
balance. As deep-ecologist Joanna
Macy has said, this time in history
is about ‘the shift from an industrial
growth society to a life-sustaining
civilization’.

I’'m actually in the middle of a three-
fold training, in areas that will enable
me to do what | feel most drawn to.
I’m interested in the apparent rift
between humans and the natural
world and the idea that we humans
cannot be truly healthy, or even
sane, unless we have a healthy and
sane way of relating to the more-
than-human world. I’'m training in
psychotherapy (the ‘human givens’
approach) and I've spent the last few
years learning primitive skills: the
cultural knowledge and ability to live
and prosper communally, in nature,
as humans have since the beginning.

A few years ago, | was among

a small group of FSC staff that
attended a family camp centered
on primitive skills. Seeing that this
knowledge was still being passed
on, still being lived blew my mind.
It’s all the things you wanted to do
as a child, but weren’t allowed to.
Now, as both a student and teacher
of these skills, | have a legitimate
reason to build shelters in the
woods, to play with fire and cutting
tools, to smear soil and charcoal

on my skin in order to get closer

to animals and to spend as much
time as | can sitting, observing and
soaking in the beauty of the natural
world, in all its richness and beautiful
simplicity.

It was through wanting to teach on

camp that | went to my first primitive
skills course; which led to me finding
a passion I’'m currently dedicating my
life to and it’s through FSC that I've

had much of my teaching experience
so far. My experiences on camp have

8

furnished me with the confidence,
compassion and consideration one
needs to be an effective member of
a community. These skills will be my
bread and meat as | spend this next
year, living in communities, learning
the ‘earth-skills’ of permaculture
and primitive living. Starting next
spring, my partner and | will spend
a year living and learning the skills
and philosophy of primitive living,
as taught by an Apache elder, at a
school in the US. An FSC camp is
likely to be the first place I'll have a
chance to begin teaching what | will
have learnt in the coming year.

Skilling Up for Changing Times

Like my neighbour, | often do feel
fearful about the future; the world
our children and grandchildren will
inherit. There’s plenty to be scared
about, isn’t there? Even without
poverty, widespread mental ill-health
and social injustice, there’s our
society’s addiction to fossil fuel and
the potentially catastrophic effects of
climate change.

Many of the solutions offered to

us are piecemeal; elastoplast on a
sundered ship. Energy saving light
bulbs are a gnat on the backside

of the aviation, food and transport
industries. Anything less than a
substantial reduction in carbon
emissions will not cut the mustard
where climate change is concerned.
It’s not either/or - we need people
living consciously at the grass roots,
as well as legislation. We may yearn
to disengage from ‘the system’, but
we need to find a new way of living
en masse. Gone are the days when
we could head for the hills.

If permaculture will help us to live,
then primitive skills will help us

to heal. When you live in direct
relationship with the natural world,
you have a profound sense of place;
where you are, who you are and how
you fit in to the grand scheme. How
you live affects who you are. Our
modern way of life reinforces our
separation from the environment. It
produces people so over-stimulated
and under-nourished, we often feel
as though we need to ‘shut down’ in

order to survive. I'm not a primitivist,
| don’t think we need to live as
hunter-gatherers, but | have yet to
find a set of practices more powerful
than the primitive subsistence skills.
They are fertile ground for self-
transformation and insight and a
brilliant way to introduce kids to a
meaningful relationship with nature.

FSC is currently an organization
highly effective in the dissemination
of social technologies, the skill set
needed to initiate and maintain
human-scale communities. We

are peerless in our ability to create
socially healthy communities. This
is the main strength of FSC, as | see
it. We provide the experience of a
new social paradigm. We are also
optimally placed to provide a new
ecological paradigm. If we were to
do this, | think it would immensely
enrich FSC'’s ability to affect and
empower people.

To Infinity...

| was eating a meal in a restaurant a
little while ago. | looked down at the
sumptuous concoction of colourful
ingredients and realized that none
of them were native and most of
them were likely to have been flown
in, from various locations across
the planet. | thought about the true
energetic and ecological cost of the
meal and allowed it to deepen my
gratitude for such an expensive gift.

One day, people will sit around the
fire and tell stories about the Time
of the Great Turning, those days of
legend, the End of the Era of Waste.
| often wonder what the reply will
be when at the end of the story,

a child asks, ‘Why did it take so
long for people to do something?’
Regardless of the reply, those people
round the fire will be depending,

for their wellbeing, on a far greater
intimacy in their relationship with
the natural world than is currently
the status quo. They will have the
knowledge, skill and humility to live
in balance.

Lee Trew @0®
leetrew@gmail.com
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the (mis)fortune of camping with me
this summer you might experience
the Mark llib reverse radiator heating
system!

2) How to avoid Botulism - the joys
of communal toiletry.

We all try to minimise dysentery

but lat hygiene and hand washing
techniques have seen considerable
development in recent years. Dave
Monk, among others, has put a lot
of effort into avoiding an entire lodge
sharing infections by washing their
hands in a single bowl. It may be a
nice social ritual but it leads to social
diseases.

3) Keeping warm, keeping dry

- as important for humans as it is
water tanks (not the keeping dry bit
obviously!)

Why are so many kids on camp
cold and wet? No this isn’t one on
child psychology but on the fact
that children need to learn that wet
clothes = cold clothes. That keeping
your day clothes on at night doesn’t
make you warm ‘cos they’re damp
with sweat and cotton is no good for
keeping warm.

4) Aerodynamics & Hydrodynamics -
or how to stop a tent blowing down.
Stand in the middle of a field after

a good night's gale and do a bit of
practical statistics. What fraction of
the flattened tents are A frame and
what fraction are dome tents (Now
let me guess!) Alternatively praise
the Lord that the days of needing to
know whether to tighten or loosen
natural fibre guy lines before a storm
(or was it after) are gone. | recognise
that no members of staff under the
age of 40 will have the faintest idea
what I'm talking about here but, rest
assured, it was considered important
once upon a time and don’t forget
the 180Ibers.

5) Knots - Aye there’s the rub.

Well, how many knots do you know,
not by name but actually how to tie
them AND why they work and what
they’re for. Why is a reef knot no
good for a sling? How many rabbits
does it take to tie a bowline? What
can give you more pleasure on camp
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than a well fashioned 69?

Find someone who knows one you
don’t and learn, even better find
someone who doesn’t know one you
do and pass it on.

6) Coloured flames - well here’s a
recipe to prove me wrong.

A bit of a speciality this one, but

as part of my alter-ego as a paid
professional stunt scientist | need
to know how to make coloured
flames. If you want a go, here goes.
Get hold of some Boric Acid at a
chemist’s (pretend that you want to
sterilise some homebrew kit if they
ask - they’re a bit suspicious these
days!) and a bottle of Methylated
spirit , ca. 250 cc, ( better still pure
Methanol but it’s harder to source
and more expensive, aka Glowplug
fuel) Stick two tablespoons of Boric
Acid in an empty tin can and put it
on a fire, the crystals will give off
water, once they have LEAVE TO
COOL DOWN and then wash out
with a cup of meths. Then add the
meths and any solid back to the
Meths bottle and shake like mad.

Hopefully, when burnt at night the
flames will have a spooky green
colour!

Camp Science is a state of mind not
a lifestyle choice - and never forget
what Camp is really about; learning,
sharing and making as many people
as possible, including yourself,
HAPPY.

Bryson Gore #9@

The End of Camp

(In this case the end of Gormire 2006
‘yvear of the founders’)

Waking up from a last minute, hour’s
snooze, after watching the sunrise;

| pick my way through the sprawled
bodies around the fire, to do the final
packing of my heap of stuff. The
pathfinder site has transformed from
a home to a bit of field, that used to
be our home, but is now only marked
by flattened patches of nettles

and heaped possessions. Taking

out my plastic bag of unwanted

but necessary travel items: train
tickets, phone and wallet; brings the
unreality of civilisation closer.

As we clear up the site there isn’t
much to say. The end of camp is on
everyone’s minds, but talking about
it would mean that it was already
happening. | keep remembering
things we’d planned to do,
conversations I'd meant to have with
people and feeling like the time’s
already passed. Euphoric farewells
in the form of group hugs took
place last night with cocoa, after the
ceremony of Lodge Common.

The final litter sweep, followed by the
last walk away from the site, followed
by a second trip assisting a woodling
with bag larger than they are, takes
us to the hokeykokey. Then we get
on the coach. We sing as we coach,
keeping our travelling bubble of
camp; although some people have
already checked for texts and one
has even plugged himself into his
mp3, saying he’d missed music (how
can someone miss music on FSC?)
There is a blend between sleeping
and singing and frantically trying to
keep every last moment of camp as
full of camp as possible.

At York station there is the first
contact with the rest of the world.
Suddenly not every person is a
friend. In the toilets there are sinks,
with warm water coming out of taps;
my hands lose their tracing of mud. |
sing in the cubicle regardless of the
presence of ‘normal’ people. They
don’t matter.

After a frantic luggage chain that

is limited to 2 minutes, we are in

the train. A sedate, or just plain
knackered start, is transformed

into traditionally raucous singing.
Chants of ‘give us sandwiches,

GIVE US SANDWICHES, GIVE US
SANDWICHES’ come from a table

of staff, the escort leader fulfilling
their role appropriately. Too much
nice singing of incidentally Christian
songs worried someone who thought
we might be mistaken for a Christian
group, singing Plastic Jesus resolved
that.
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or to think someone’s boring when
you’ve both squeezed through a
small hole bottom first, just for the
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fun of it.

When you think about what makes
FSC special, ultimately it’s not the
tents or the fires, it's the people.

Just because there’s a solid(ish) roof
at night and days are spent down
holes, doesn’t mean the people are
any less crazy, loving and wonderful,
or that the moments you have with
them are any less special. That’'s why
| love caving camps most of all and
that’s why caving camps are still very
much FSC.

Bryony Hopkinshaw @@®

Fenwood

A Personal Perspective

| took a walk recently around the
perimeter of what is to be Fenwood.
Talking to a friend while walking, |
was amazed how strong my feelings
were towards the place. It is, after all,
at the moment just a rather desolate,
windy field in the middle of the
flatlands!

Having been born half way up a
Welsh hillside, | have always been
happiest on land that has a bit of up
and down; hills, valleys and always
some interesting feature just around
the corner, or in the far distance.

Ever since that walk | have been
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puzzling to discover why | have such
strong feelings about that large, flat
field.

| have pitched my tent on Fenwood
and it was the draftiest night in

my time at Haddenham, just like
sleeping in a large caravan park, or
in the middle of a football pitch (in
times of desperation we’ve all been
therel). I’'m sure no wild creature
would choose to bed down in such
an inhospitable place. So it’s not the
geography of the site!

| have warm feelings towards the
Haddenham Stores site, but that is
because, having been going there
regularly for over twenty years,

the place is now part of me. | have
so many memories linking me to
the grounds, the buildings and the
furnishings. That is where | used

to pitch my tent, that’s the tree we
moved with great effort all those
years ago, that’s where we smashed
up Mick’s van, that’s where we dug
that huge pit, this is the hedge | have
been tending, and that is where | fell

| should not have these feelings.
Firstly, my politics and personal
philosophy disapprove of private
ownership of large tracts of land.
Land belongs to the nation, to use
and enjoy, common ownership,
Diggers and all of that thinking.
Secondly, it seems to be against the
ethos of FSC. We are a nomadic tribe,
living in harmony with the land but
constantly moving on, owning as the
First Nation Americans, nothing and
everything. As Brother Frog said to
Jumping Mouse “nobody owns the
river, it belongs to everyone.”

So, what is it about Fenwood?

Is it, perhaps, because it is a concrete
embodiment of all my feelings around
living on the earth and towards FSC
as an organisation?

It is said by some, that bereaved
people cannot grieve properly
when there is no body. It is hard to
experience love in the abstract. A
body is required!

Perhaps, as rather poorly evolved
apes, we are just not capable, at this

into the brambles.

But Fenwood has no history, at least
not for me. It’s been just another
field with no hedge, bounded by
land drains, ploughed and sprayed
once a year and planted with

potato or sugar beet. Yet | have this
strong affinity for and dare | say it,
possessiveness towards that place.

There are two good reasons why

early stage in our development, of
feeling strong emotions towards the
Earth as a totality. Rather, we can
only manage to focus our feelings,
on a piece of land small enough to
be within the grasp of our sense of
space and dimension.

Nomadic peoples have always had
sacred sites they return to periodically
for their significant ceremonies; to re-
connect with The Land.
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Onesixfournine is of course 1649

in words. The year 1649 saw many
momentous events in British history
such as: the foundation of the
Commonwealth, replacing monarchy
as the British form of government
and the accompanying beheading of
Charles . It also saw the publication
(and imprisonment of the authors)

of the Levellers’ manifesto ‘An
Agreement of the Free People of
England’, a document which paved
the way for many of the civil liberties
we hold dear today, like freedom of
speech, equality under law and the
universal right to vote.

Another group, the Diggers, wanted
even more radical reform of social
structures and they are perhaps the
main reason we chose to name our
discussion group after this year. The
Diggers believed in the dissolution

of all government, the abolition of
private property and the bottom-up
restructuring of society into agrarian,
egalitarian, self-sufficient communes.
They not only declared their belief

in these things, they acted on their
beliefs, squatting common land at St
George’s Hill in Surrey and elsewhere
and planting it with vegetables and
other food crops during a time of
record food prices and widespread
hunger - hence ‘Diggers’. They

were the original British grass-roots
direct action movement, founding
around ten separate communities
across England before being
ruthlessly crushed by the landowning
classes, with full state support,

who hired mercenaries to attack
them, destroyed their crops and
homes, arrested and imprisoned
them without charge, and on
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occasion framed them for sexual
deviance. Like FSC, The Diggers
had strong links with the Quakers,
and advocated non-violence and

an ecological and implicitly spiritual
relationship between mankind and
the natural world which would seem
rather familiar to today’s Forest
School Campers.

At Postcamps in 2004 there was

an almighty discussion about the
implications of marching against the
war on Iraq under an FSC banner.
This debate was one of the most
amazing and profound decision
making processes it has ever been
my privilege to take part in. Around
fifty people, ranging from grizzled
FSC veterans and grey-bearded
luminaries to pathfinders with fire

in their bellies, all had a chance to
speak their piece and did so with
passion, lucidity, perspicacity, and
humility (mostly...). We listened to
each other and decided, collectively,
on the best thing to do, for the
good of the lodge. Consensus!
Often elusive but so satisfying to
apprehend. We decided that FSC is
a children’s camping organisation
and should take children camping.
Everything we do should be aimed
at making that happen; anything
else is outside of the remit of FSC
and indeed outside its powers as
an organisation. FSC has more than
enough on its plate just running our
camps with a staff of volunteers.

However, the community that has
arisen around it has a life of its own.
The people around the circle were
still left with our collective opposition

to the Iraq war. Collective - that was
the thing. Not everybody in FSC may
have felt the same way and nor did
that matter. Here we had a group

of people with social consciences
strong enough to stir them into
action! So we all wrote our email
addresses on a piece of paper and
agreed to keep in touch about acting
collectively. ‘1649’ was born.

Our first task was to establish

what this new group would and
would not be for. We immediately
concurred that although the group
would remain open to FSC staff
who wanted to get involved, there
should be no connection with FSC
beyond that. We agreed to have no
ideology, only a methodology, which
is as follows: we make decisions

by consensus; there should be no
exclusive focus on any one issue,
but an openness to any suggestions
for action by members; any action
proposed must be positive, non-
violent, and potentially at least,

fun and no actions would ever

be carried out in the name of the
entire group, which exists only to
facilitate discussion of its members’
concerns. This last precept is

very important; all of the protests
and other actions carried out by
members of the group since it began
in September 2004 have been made
by individuals making personal
choices, in nobody’s name but their
own.

So we set up a new forum, an e-
group, to communicate amongst

this broadly like-minded group of
people about ways we might help

to address environmental and social
injustice of all kinds. The first topic
of discussion was 2005’s G8 Summit
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Some people in FSC have become
concerned about the activities of
members of the 1649 group, even
though we have done everything
we can to distance ourselves from
the organisation and be a discrete
entity (it should also be borne in

mind that we do not in any case act :

on behalf of the 1649 group itself,
only ever on behalf of ourselves

as individuals). | have two things

to say about these concerns;

firstly, if you don’t like us acting

on our consciences, you shouldn’t
have brought us up this way and
secondly, do you have any better
ideas? If so, then you are most
welcome to join the e-group and
share them with the rest of us. | am
immensely proud of the sacrifices
and contributions members of 1649
have made to the movement for
global justice, to opposition of the
shameful arms trade and most of all
for our small part in confronting the
terrible promise of climate change if
we carry on with business as usual in
the industrialised nations.

Blue Skies
Leo Murray
trees@leomurray.co.uk

John Simonds died twenty two years
ago in a car accident and a Trust
was set up in his memory. He was 19
at the time. Initially a dream arising
out of tragic circumstances, the
Trust is now recognised nationally
for its services to education in the
countryside. FSC made this dream
come true. In the year following
John’s death, Beefy and Rupert
Hedger ran the first of ten annual
international work camps. These
attracted a large contingent from
overseas, particularly from Eastern
Europe. Each year a major project
was attempted on the almost derelict
site at Rushall Manor. Weekend
work camps, which still take place,
happened in the spring and autumn.
We discovered that the Trust’s
objectives: to encourage a love of
the countryside, leadership and self
confidence in young people; were
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happening before our eyes through
FSC. Major works were achieved
and lasting relationships formed.

® The Manor Farm site has been
fully restored with thatched barn,
bunkhouse and kitchen. Pathways,
suitable for people with disabilities,
have been laid between the stable
and the kitchen

* The facilities at the Manor are
well equipped with good levels of
equipment for educational work

* The pond and surrounding land
have been landscaped, with
dipping platform, tree and hedge
planting

* The farm has been organic for
7 years and is able to teach
about sustainable and rotational
production

¢ There is a fulltime staff of 2, and 10
trained part time teachers

e The Trust is run from a well
equipped office

* Ariver studies programme has
been developed and equipped.
A new site has been established
within a beautiful conservation
area by kind permission of the
landowner, Anna Newton

¢ All teaching is done to meet
National Curriculum targets. Work
is being done with the applied
science GCSE course

¢ Full health and safety checks and
risk assessment are routine

e Walks and woodland trails have been
opened up with permitted paths

¢ The site is used for 450

DoE campers and scouting
organisations and FSC

Around 8,500 school children
come on day visits; 40% from
secondary schools

* Many children receive free or
subsidised visits and free transport
is provided occasionally

¥ 1 * Leadership training is undertaken

at Cre8-it and DoE camps

e More than 15 young people have
benefited from at least a week’s
work experience including the
disadvantaged

= | * Asuccessful pilot project with

a local nursery school has

been carried out. The work was
commended by OFSTED and won
a National award for excellence in
outdoor education.

* 180 places at Cre8-it, a summer
holiday club for 8-12 year olds,
were led by 15 young people all
under the age of 22

e Seven schools camps have been
hosted here

® The farm open days raised
£27,500 for the Reading MS
Society

® The Trust is working to establish
school partnerships with Kulika,
a charity working in Uganda with
organic farmers and schools.

¢ The Trust’s investment reserves
are almost 3 years normal
expenditure, 25% held in cash.

® The work of the Trust has been
recognised by SEEDA. John
Bishop has been awarded ‘Farm
Visitor Champion’ for 2007.

These are remarkable achievements
for a Trust which started with vision
and no money 24 years ago. It all
happened because the two men
who helped found FSC saw that they
could make someone else’s dream
become a reality.

John Bishop
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With so much innovation and interest
in net climbing and Monkey-Do; we
decided to set up a website that
explained what we do. It explains
the techniques and equipment that
we use and there is a large gallery
section that shows what we have
done in the past, it may be viewed at
www.monkey-do.net.

As Monkey-Do has evolved, more
formal procedures for net installation
have developed. We have produced
safety guidelines, so that we can
provide a better service on FSC
camps and at events outside of FSC.
We are currently committing all our
funds to training and developing
safety management.

Monkey-Do is now a team of well
trained climbers and supervisors
who run tree climbing events, most
of these people are FSC campers.
Non-FSC people who have worked
with Monkey-Do have commented
on the high levels of trust and
teamwork shown by Monkey-Do;
these qualities undoubtedly come
from the FSC way.

If you have never been up in the
nets, give it a try the next time

you get a chance. They can be

like giant hammocks that can be
shared between ten, for a tranquil
commune with the forest canopy;
or they can be like a wild adventure
playground set in the treetops, for
the bouncier souls amongst us.
Hopefully the future holds more
opportunities for net climbing

on FSC camps. Furthermore it is
expected that Monkey-Do will have
more opportunities to work in the
burgeoning industry of environmental
play in the UK and the rest of The
World.

Ben Rose @0

Environment

Education in the Environment was a
small outdoor education company,
based at Beale Park, on the River
Thames, a few miles north of
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programmes,
holiday activities
(“wild days”)

and camps; with
side shoots such
as: activities for
children with
special needs,
animal care,
home educated
children’s
activities, adult
programmes, talks,
visits to schools
etc.

Reading. | employed myself originally
and paid on a piecework basis all
those who worked for me. | formed
Education in the Environment in

1996 and ran it until 2002. The
education office at Beale Park was
closed down in 2004.

It had its roots with work begun

by Gyles Morris and Jan Holloway
running school events and children’s
parties based at Beale Park, a Bird
Park aimed at family visits with an
attached organic farm. When they
wanted to move on | took over the
concept and was given a desk and
the run of the park, in exchange for
a payment to the park, for events |
organized and a promise along the
lines of not ruining their reputation.
The park benefited from being

able to advertise that they had an
‘education department’ (necessary
for many grant applications!) and
they made a bit of money. | benefited
by having a good resource of land

| could play with, an easy venue

to advertise, a free desk and a
temporary mooring for my boat.
Aggie Forster, Jenny Dingle and Flow
Stone soon joined me as key people
without whom it never would have
taken the form it did.

In the 6 years it ran Education in

the Environment grew slowly but
steadily. In the first year | had made
£300 profit from 12 months work.

By the last year we had over 6000
child visits and a turnover of £65,000
(though remember turnover does not
equal profit!). We had 4 main areas
of activity: birthday parties, school

After | left other programs were

added, including a GNVQ in animal
care run by Aggie Forster and work
with children excluded from school.

Without a doubt FSC had a major
direct and indirect influence on

what we did. Firstly (and obviously)
it started by being frustrated with
one job, chatting with an FSC friend
who knew another FSC friend who
knew..... (Actually until | emigrated
to Austria, | can say | have got every
job in my life from FSC people!).
Secondly, a large percentage of the
staff, including all the key founding
members, were FSC people whom

I had met on camps and invited

to come and work on this idea.
Furthermore, without the years of
experience of being on camps, |
never would have had the knowledge
and confidence to run such a centre.

EQ inf

rol LISENCE CliVities
Minimum equipment, maximum
exposure! A general attitude of ‘is
this fun?’ and ‘what will they learn?’
We would spend an hour and a half
pond dipping with a class of 5 year
olds, not the usual 15 minutes.

Much of what we chose to do

would not have been out of place

on a camp. Everything was outside
regardless of the weather. The
favorite birthday party and holiday
activity themes were building dens
and lighting fires! But other themes
included natural dyeing, self cook,
days in the woods and night walks.
Other less FSC themes such as pirates,
spaceship and animal parties benefited
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separately so that the listener at
home would be able to listen to
individual parts, learn them, then
switch them off and sing them
themselves.

| didn’t do this by myself. Apart from
all of the singers, musicians and
sound recorders who have made
the library what it is; there is one
person without whom the Virtual
Campfire would still be just another
idea scrawled on a post-it and stuck
up on the whiteboard “for further
attention’. Jack Freedman’s wizardry
is almost entirely responsible for

the actual machinery of the website
itself, and has just re-launched the
Jukebox page as a standalone mp3
player, which has meant yet more
work for no reward except the warm
green glow of the virtual fire. If you
like it, you can buy Jack a drink next
time you see him. He’s earned it.

Since going on-line in July 2006 to
the time of writing (the beginning of
December) the Virtual Campfire has
had nearly 4000 unique visitors, and
over 13,000 song downloads. The
library of songs continues to grow

all the time and | have no doubt it

will eventually be in the thousands,
as recording glee becomes easier
and more popular. After all, there are
now glee meetings in Manchester,
Sheffield, Cambridge, Bristol and
Scotland, as well as back here in the
big smoke. | plan to do a Lomax-style
tour over the next couple of years
where | visit these bastions of the
oral tradition and collect their musical
offerings for the Virtual Campfire. See
you at a Glee meeting soon...

love, blue skies, and green fire
Leo Murray

www.virtualcampfire.co.uk

The Virtual Campfire is open to any
submissions of campfire songs, old
or new, from any FSC campers. To
contribute please email
leo@virtualcampfire.co.uk
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As a woodling, | spent most of a
camp at Montgomery, building and
cooking in a bread oven, made

out of an old oil drum in the bank
leading to the pathfinder site. The
other half of the time was spent
wallowing in the river, trying to

keep cool from the heat of the 1976
summer. On returning home | spent
the remainder of the holiday, building
a smaller oven in my parents back
garden, cooking flapjacks for friends
and family and anyone else who
happened to be passing.

Last summer here at Magdalen we
completed our first cob pizza oven,
a clay, sand and straw mixture

once a traditional building material

of the south west. Reaching over
700 degrees, the oven is capable of
cooking the most delicious pizzas in
about a minute. To date over 2000
primary school children, from all over
the country, have harvested many of
the ingredients for and then created
and baked their own pizzas. | can
still be found tending to the fire in the
oven, over 30 years later, often to the
detriment of the project’s accounts
or trustee’s report!

Those very strong, happy, inspiring
memories of: learning by doing,
building confidence and self esteem,
developing values and attitudes in
the kitchen or digging a lat on camp;
have had an enormous influence on
my career path.

| became director of the Magdalen
Project and Forest School Camps
has had a strong influence on

the educational philosophy, staff
structure and infrastructure of the site.

Our courses reflect the balance of
educating the head, heart and hand;
offering both practical and cerebral
activities, enabling many children
who may seem difficult in the
classroom, to engage and flourish in
the outdoors.

Our teacher training courses
encourage teachers to teach
outdoors in the school grounds,

valuing the important contributions
of the formal, informal and hidden
curriculum to a child’s development.
Even the kitchen, on occasion has
opted to use one of my 6 gallon
dixies when having to cook for a
large party of wedding guests! Ruth
you would be proud.

On a Thursday night the river Axe
valley echoes with the sounds

of ‘This Land is Your Land’ or ‘In

a Cottage in a Wood’ as up to 60
primary school children, many having
camped for the first time, enjoy a
camp fire and a time for reflection.
With talking stick in hand, the circle
is quiet for each child to be listened
to, before singing ‘It’s Time for Man
to go Home'.

Now, with our new outreach
programme, many of the schools
in Dorset, Somerset and Devon are
experiencing aspects of the FSC/
Magdalen mix on a regular basis,
within their schools.

My children camp and we hold an
FSC camp here once or twice a
year. Even though | no longer camp
formally, it’s only because | have
been lucky enough to build FSC into
my everyday life; sharing much of
what has made the FSC experience
special to me, with many others.
The eclectic FSC mix of people,
landscapes and opportunities has
been invaluable to the development
of me and the Magdalen Project.

Thank you and blue skies,
Gyles Morris

‘Cut A Shine’ is more than a just
anoun, in fact it’s a verb: to cut a
shine — a phrase borrowed from our
Appalachian cousins, from deep

in the mountain communities of

the Blue Ridge Mountains, Surrey
County, Virginia and Kentucky.

There, for past generations, Barn
Dance, Country Dance, Folk Dance,
whatever you choose to call it, was
and is more than just a novelty dance
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World Woodcraft

You may have heard, over the years
that, some members of Forest
School Camps have taken part in
International Woodcraft Gatherings,
in the Czech Republic and in Britain.

This is how it started:

Early in 1990 the Order of Woodcraft
Chivalry (OWC) received a letter
from the Woodcraft League of
Czechoslovakia (as it then was).
Their leader, Martin Kupka, wrote

to tell us about the League, which
had been formed as a result of the
teachings of Ernest Thompson
Seton. He said they had been
meeting in secret for 40 years,
under the Hitler regime and then
under Communism. Following

the revolution they were free again
and had read about the OWC in a
magazine. ‘We would like to meet you’
he said. ‘Please come and see us.’

We felt that this opportunity should not
be missed, so we arranged to take our
summer holiday at a time when Martin
told us his group would be camping

in the Sumava Mountains. We drove
through Belgium and Germany,
camping on the way, and arrived in
Czechoslovakia, armed with a map

on which a dotted line was marked.
We followed a track up into the forest
covered mountains, ‘where the track
ends you will find us,” we had been
told and we did indeed come to the
end beside a stream. Through the
trees was a mountain meadow with

a group of teepees, and across the
stream came a dozen or so young
people, the boys in loin-cloths and
hand-made cotton shirts and the girls
in cotton dresses of a Native American
style. Martin Kupka was with them.

Enthusiastic greetings were
exchanged, and we were escorted
to a teepee which we were invited to
use during our visit.
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There followed four happy days

of getting to know each other

and learning about each other’s
organisations. We swapped
songs and folk dances: Czech,
Native American and British. They
particularly liked ‘Annie Laurie’ and
‘Three Blind Jellyfish’.

During our visit the boys constructed

a very solid bridge over the stream
which we had the honour of opening in
the name of Czech/British friendship.

Then it was time to make the journey
back to civilisation and England.
Firm friendships had been made.

The following year we returned with
our son and younger daughter for
another wonderful week’s camping in
teepees, culminating in the group’s
Council Meeting with its impressive
opening ceremony. In the darkness
the Keeper of the Fire, a 14-year

old boy, made fire by working with
a bow to create a spark to ignite
his prepared kindling; the silent
suspense as we all waited for the
first sparks to glow was palpable.
Incidentally, he had been practising
for most of the day to make sure he
would not fail.

During our visit we had discussed
the possibility of them coming to
visit us in England, and they had
dismissed the idea as hopeless.
However, two years later we

had wonderful news: the Czech
government would pay the coach
fares for 20 Woodcraft League
members to come to England.

They duly arrived in July and camped
in our garden for a week, visiting
London and various places (a letter
to the Queen got us a discounted
group ticket to Windsor Castle),

then they spent a week at the OWC
camp in Cornwall (stopping off to
visit Stonehenge on the way). During
this visit it was decided to institute
international gatherings of as many
Woodcraft related groups as could
be managed.

The first of these gatherings was in
1994 in the Czech Republic. Present
were members of Forest School
Camps, Woodcraft Folk and OWC,

all from the U.K; members of the
Woodcraft League from both Czech
Republic and Slovakia and from the
USA came Barbara Witemeyer of
the Thompson-Seton Foundation
and Dee Seton Barber, the daughter
of Ernest Thompson Seton and her
husband Dale.

Three years later the second
International Gathering was held at
Sandy Balls in the New Forest, the
home of Ernest Westlake (founder
of the OWC) and now home of the
Westlake family. Again, as many
Woodcraft groups as possible were
present; we were even visited at
one point by some rather bemused
Brownies who happened to be
walking through the woods with
their Brown Owl. Unfortunately we

have never been able to involve the
Scouts.

Since then there has been a second
visit to the Czech Republic and a
fourth Gathering in Hampshire in
2005. There have also been informal
visits to and fro between Czech,
British and American Woodcraft
members. There is also news of
other groups in Poland.

During the series of gatherings, the
name ‘Blue Sky! World Woodcraft’,
was agreed in recognition of our
common heritage.

Negotiations have begun for the fifth
International Gathering in, we think,
2008 in the Czech Republic, and
there are thoughts of a sixth beyond
that in Britain.

Let us hope the friendships and
ties forged so far remain strong and
extend to more groups and more
nationalities.

Mollie Pringle O.W.C. oo
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something to offer these children,
whose experiences define them as
outside our social grouping. Maybe
a distillation of the FSC experience;
a cocktail of: learning by doing,
assumption of good will, non-
didactic teaching, use of consensus
and the participation in useful work;
could, if delivered in a usable format,
become a useful tool for the social
inclusion of children on the brink
(and their peers) in mainstream
schools.

So, accepting that FSC is not the
answer but that FSC has an answer
and that the camping/woodsman
model is only one of many activities
that can facilitate social inclusion:
‘It aint what you do, it's the way that
you do it.” A framework could be
developed, guidelines that might
be used to create activities to be
delivered by enthusiastic teachers,
offering ‘experiences for the soul’.

Starting from the hypothesis that
there is a ‘need’ to address social
exclusion within mainstream schools
and a ‘vacuum of understanding’ as
to how this could be achieved.

Hoping for at least a glimmer

of acceptance that, the ‘normal
curriculum’ is neither accessible nor
appropriate for children close to the
edge of total dysfunction. We could
demonstrate the importance of an
‘experience rich’ parallel curriculum
for those children of all ages and
abilities who show ‘mis-fitting’
behaviour. This could be delivered
under the guise of PSME or PE but
would need more time tabled time
than either of these get! This time
must not be resented but, the belief
that the parallel curriculum will reap
rewards and foster success within
the main curriculum; despite reduced
exposure; must be embraced. It

For an unabridged copy of this article please contact Aggie:
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follows, therefore, that accurate
diagnosis of a child’s difficulties is
important, if, for instance, a child
is recalcitrant due to a learning
difficulty such as dyslexia or is
struggling with english as a foreign
language, where targeted assistance
within the main curriculum is
available, then reduced exposure to
such teaching should only be offered
if other needs present. The parallel
curriculum, although it would do
no one harm, should be a targeted
resource and not a dumping ground.

@@\@3} .

Although the intention is to develop a
course for teachers, the means and
materials will need to be developed
in real school situations. Hence it will
be necessary to find schools willing
to partake in the experiment.

From the onset of any pilot scheme,
accurate records must be made of
the participants’ progress in both the
main and the parallel curriculum. The
periodicity and method of testing
should fit with the school’s existing
methods so as not to increase
workload unduly. In addition records
of curriculum activities, successes
and failures will need to be made
and presented in a manner that
clearly supports or refutes the
assumptions. Ideally, along with
participating schools, we would
attract the interest of a university
research department, or similar body,
to assist with this ‘research’ and
(assuming that the pilot programmes
succeed in demonstrating improving
outcomes for the target group) to
help create a programme that will, in
time, be followed by others.

However, these ‘others’ will not
have experienced learning-by-
doing first hand. Therefore, in
order that the message is not

aggie@goatmother.demon.co.uk
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susceptible to excessive dilution or
misinterpretation and to be sure to
engender sufficient self-awareness

in the trainee teachers that they can
be comfortable in a non-authoritarian
environment; the training programme
must take the teachers on a learning
journey so that they can understand
that the curriculum is about the
learner’s journey.

We will be teaching teachers to live
a deference that lets each life unfold,
understanding that ‘you can’t pull a
bud into flower’.

It may prove difficult for those
raised in the modern mindset to

run ‘risks’ with the experimental. As
FSC people, not adverse to a few
risks, we also have work to do...
developing our own thinking and
broadening our own horizons as we
progress beyond the ‘we’ve always
done it like that’ and develop our
risk assessments to transcend ‘well
we haven’t killed anyone yet’. We
need to learn how to foster skills
within a moral framework that does
not assume the persuasiveness of
the camp environment. We must
learn to mesh our group work

and social conscience seamlessly
with skill acquisition. Marketing,
packaging, advertising, funding

will all be considerations, as will
location, equipment and facilities but
imagination will be the strongest tool
in the onset... ideas not authority...

| believe our time is about to come
again. The sine wave of edu-fashion
is turning away from the one-size-
fits-all model; the misfits are too
many to be ignored for ever.

Aggie Forster
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